LORD BADEN POWELL WOULD, |
imagine, be doing silent backflips in
his grave. When the last minute call
came to join the inaugural Liége-
Agadir-Liége endurance trial, years
of being prepared went crashing to
the floor in a flurry of woggles. The
chance to be a true motoring
pioneer doesn’t come up often in
the 1990s and it was a straight
choice; the event or Scouting for

After blagging a seat in a Europa 47 replica,

David Harmon recounts 5000 miles of gruelling

rally that was the Liége-Agadir-Liége.

Boys....thankfully the book stayed
on the shelf.

Event organiser Peter Davis,
himself a veteran endurance driver,
felt his route should be
a real test of man and
machine. 5000 miles
starting and finishing at
Belgium's legendary Spa
circuit, followed by a
wild mixture of fast
French and Spanish
tarmac punctuated by a
slow boat to Tangier.
Then a sweep from the
coast through Morocco's
High Atlas mountains

Above: Here's a rarity, a Rover V8 powered Nelson §350. Below:
David Harmon’s stead for the journey was this beautiful Europa 47R,
seen alongside a Lomax and Marlin Sportster.

before plunging down into the
Sahara. All this for a quick pat on
the back then jump back in the car
to do it all again in reverse. Bad
enough in a rally car but

to the English Channel let alone
Beau Geste country. The whole idea
was ridiculous... | never wanted to
go in the first place. Pioneer? No,
not me mate. But despite my
reservations | was truly grateful to
Richard for providing motive power
at such short notice.

If the object of the exercise had
been to show the variety of
specialist cars on the market these

this trip was strictly for
self build kits and
specialist cars only.
“You lucky thing"
chirped Davis on the
phone, "You're driving
the Europa all that way.”
This man either has
tremendous faith in
specialist cars or a
warped sense of
humour, | thought.

The car in question
was Richard Winter's Europa 47R
development car. Looking at it |
desperately flailed around trying to
pinpoint a more inappropriate car
to take on an endurance event.
Despite Richard's unshakeable belief
in his company’s reworking of
Lotus" mid-engined design and the
fact that he was taking another, a

Above: Westfield ‘Works’ team
of Pen Roberts and lan Hyne get
stuck into some impromptu
servicing.

days then we could all have gone
home after meeting at the shuttle
terminal. 31 cars including
competition stalwarts Fisher.



