NELSON 8350

The Personal Touch

Bryce Nelson turns out very few cars per year at the moment
but his back garden workshop approach means you get very
personal service for a highly individual car sold at an
amazingly low price. Report by Iain Ayre, who reckons the
S350 goes well too. Bargain of the year?

Jaguar suspension, and the engine is
from a Rover SD1 V8. The car is about
the length of a Midget, and the nose is in
fact slightly reminiscent of the Arkley
Midget conversions of the seventies,
although better proportioned. It must be
the smallest Jag suspended, V8 powered
kit on the market, although the cockpit
is roomy enough.

The S350's chassis consists of a basic
tubular backbone, with extra rails to
support the floor and to provide
protection against side impacts. There is
an additional tubular frame protecting
the fuel tank against rear impacts from
dim punters keen to turn their Fords
into donor vehicles.

The Jaguar rear subframe and axle

BRYCE NELSON STARTED OFF AS AN
engraver, back in the mists of time. He
graduated to running a small workshop,
and then moved into the design and
construction of brass fittings for pubs.
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Footrails, handrails, blocks for the pump

handles, all the Olde Englishe bits and
pieces that the Americans think are
rustic and cute. As you can imagine, this
became less than totally interesting after
a while.

When a friend started building an
NG, he got involved in helping. The NG
was quite fun, but he began to think

assembly is used in its entirety. The front
suspension dispenses with the subframe,
but retains the Jag’s double wishbones
about the sort of car that he'd like and coil-over-shock arrangement.
himself. Then he began to design it, and
then he began to build it.

The prototype Nelson first ran in 1984.
It was driven for a while, then sold to
fund the next, which was sold to fund
the one after, and so on. Six years later,
he’s given up the day job, and the
Nelson S350 is now in full-time
production.

A completely original design, the
Nelson S350 reflects elements of Lotus 7
and elements of Cobra. Its backbone

chassis is fitted with fully independent
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